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T 9:00 AM - 9:55 AM (None)

2 Programs &
f;EPRESENTATIONS
Mor//y CARMIC//AE[

10:00 AM - 10:55 AM

ABC Graphics Suitﬁvfor
Windows 95 and NT
Micrografx.
Bob Woods, Training Specialist :
Finally, complela graphics for every Offfice 95 user. An Integrated offering of supe-|

rior diagramming, flowcharing, clipan, drawing, painting and image editing tools. ..
Micrografx combined ABC Flowcharnsr, Microgratx Dasigner, Picture Publisher and

ABC Media Manager together to give usars the ability to gain a competitive advantage In their careers. The Office interface provides multi-
tasking and multithreading capabilities for faster graphics creation and file manipulation. Hallmark Connections Card Studio will also be
shown, There will be special pricing offars tor ocders placed at ths time. *

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM NTPCUG Business Meeting

January NTPCUG Elections &
Continued Drawings for Prizes

There wil be a drawing for prizes following the baflot collections| Come and participate while taking a chance lor the really-big prizes held-
back from the December drawings! Andy Oliver will preside over this massive give-away of software programs, T-Shints, cofiee cups, knives
and othar Comdex give-awaysl You 100 can be a “big winner™ al tne January NTPCUG Business Meeting. There ara even soms “Suite”
glve aways in addilion to hundreds of "Demo” CD-ROMs, 3.5" FD's and other prizes of inestimable worth and valuet

1:00 PM - 1:55 PM  TurboTax Deluxe and TurboTax for Business

Intuit Inc.
Jensti Wiese, Product Manager
Get ready early Lhis year! Come see how TurboTax Deluxe on CDROM can offer you customized lax advice in a variely of 1ext and video
formats. Always easy 1o use, this TurboTax final editon has an Interview Navigator for the novice, Fast Track lor expanenced users, and im-
praved Forms Navigation and Taxlink. Also included is the Neiscaps Navigator Intuit Edition for free access 10 the TurboTax home page on
the Quicken Financial Network on the World Wide Web. If you have a business, you must see TurboTax for Business, with four versions for
sole proprietorships to corporations and parmerships. There will be a drawing for free products. *

* Tiekets for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes before untl 15 minutes after the stan-lime of the meeting
1o attending NTPCUG members who show proot of membership.

TPCUG -SDECi al 11:00 - 11:55 (Cont.) 1:00 - 1:55 (Cont.)
Investors Business Apps./DAC Easy
|NTEREST (}_\:RgUlP Graphics (Cont.) DATAFLEX
MS Works C++/Beginners
MEETIN Sc edule g
q 0S2—Q&A Word for Windows
Roots I/IV - Genealogy 0S/2 Developers
. 8:00 - 8:55 ‘ 10:00 - 10:55 Spreadsheets Introduction to the PC
Microsoft Networking BASIC - Classic Windows Developers
Visual BASIC - Beginning (Languags)
MultiMedia CAD 1113_0 - 1‘1:55 2:00 - 2:55
Fox Pro Database Orientation Advanced Programmers
9:00 - 9:55 Graphics 12:00 - 12:55 QuickBooks
DOS Networking i} ' Application Developers
General Genealogy Internet-Beginning Alpha Four (OLE and ODBC)
Hardware Solutions PAF-Genealogy C++/Advanced C
internet-Advanced Paradox Communications
Introduction to the PC Introduction to the PC Delphi Please consult the BBS
Quicken WordPerect\Windows Desktop Publishing and remember to check
StarText UNIX Health Care Computing the overhead display in
Visual BASIC 05/2 for End Users the INFOMART lobby
Windows Applications 11:00 - 11:55 Introduction to the PG for 13‘3“ 5“1; schedules
WordPerlec/DOS BASIC Programming The Master Genealogist and room [ocations.
— Beginning . .
9:00 - 10:55 Assembly Language 1:00 - 1:55
Dallas Corel Brother's Keeper Access
(Genealogy) ACTI
CAD {Cont.)
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IT’s Never Enough

In an all-volunteer organization, there are so
many people to thank for their efforts in making
the group successful. Jim Hoisington, thank you
for another outstanding year as the 1995 Presi-
dent of the NTPCUG. We know it was the most
difficult year of your life, and we appreciate
everything that you do for the group.

COMPUSA Expo

Competition coming to town, and the software/hard-
ware leader in this marketplace holds an Expo on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday in early December
at the Infomart. As opposed to most shows where
the focus is on just testing the products, this show
had the added “benefit” of stacks and stacks of
product to buy and friendly cashiers on your way
out. There were good prices on many products.

Home and FAMil)lf Compurer Show

Not as big as COMDEX, not as obnoxious either. A
show co-sponsored by Compaq Computer Company
and TIME magazine proved successful, two weeks be-
fore Christmas. Thanks go to our volunteers who
worked the NTPCUG booth, and to Doug Gorrie for oz-
ganizing and coordinating our participation in the event.
[ worked the booth on Saturday morning (-11 degrees
wind chill outside), and [ want to thank all of the cur-
rent user group members who just dropped by to say
hello. The membership is the main reason the group
continues to thrive, and the volunteers keep it alive.

A nice young lady with Hewlett Packard patiently ex-
plained the features of the Scanfet 4C scanner and said
that she had not seen any of the dty since arriving from
Washington state. Ihope she was treated to some bar-
beque to go along with the Texas hospitality at the
show. This expo should have been easier on the ven-
dors than normal trade shows. It certainly was
friendlier and calmer.
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G. KENT COBB
SOFTWARE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

P.O. BOX 551271
DALLAS, TEXAS 753551271

(214) 343-3554
kentcobb@BIX.com

Interesting things at the show included the 2 CD set on
the history of the battle for the Alamo. The story is fac-
tually compiled by Texas Historians, and being used as
a teaching tool in grades 1 through 12. Also there,
Chrysler’s Eagle division with an Eagle Vision, showing
an automatic transmission that you can shift (if you
want to) for all of you race car drivers relegated to fam-
ily sedans.

Neatest thing at the show though, was all of the kids at
the computers. The concept for the show is great. Not
geared to technoweenies or corporate buyers, but in-
stead to the future geeks and geekettes of the world. In
15 years, those who don’t kmow how to use a computer
will be looked upon as outsiders. Maybe we should in-
vent a moniker for them, INVERDS, for inverse nerds.

The New Year

1996. How many times have you written 1995, so far?
Look for ¢, because change is inevitable. The
North Texas PC Users Group has survived through
many transformations, mutations, and altered direc-
tions. The computer industry is beginning to view us-
ers groups in a different light UG’s moved from obscu-
rity, banded together and were respected by software
and hardware vendors, and now? Iam getting the feel-
ing that some of the comparies view us somewhere be-
low part-time employees on the food chain. They will
put up with us as long as we are useful, but the first
sign of trouble or uselessness, and we are history. Are
the big companies at fault? Not entirely. Some user
group representatives act more like parasites at func-
tions like COMDEX and the industry, in my opinion, is
getting tired of it The NTPCUG works hard to keep
an open, honest relationship with all vendors, and
all we ask is to be treated the same way.

Other changes will depend on the membership’s
involvement in the group. Stay involved, volun-
teer, write letters to the Board of Directors (BOD)



New ParadoX 7 for Windows 95 and Windows NT

Adapt to your environment effortiessly.

Store a wide range of data typas
from number, text, date, and time
to graphics and multimed!a.

Bullg all levels of
business solutions from single-
user PC-based applicztions to
LAN-based or cllent/server
applications.

Use OLE Automation ang OCX
controls to make Paradox work
seamlessly with other Windows

apphcations.

“What InfoWorld has, for a long time, .
considered to be the hands-down best Windows database. ..

ey 7
RENWOOD

ot e

e

is now more powerful than ever as a development environment.”

Evolution on
demand
Paradox® 7 will help
your {ransition to a
whole new world.

4/ Find out for yourself

md ~— why InfoWorld says,
Pal‘atlﬂx “This is the fisst
: Ty WWindows 95 applica-
tion that is improved

enough 10 be a compelling reason to upgrade from
Windows 3.x 10 Windows 95 and Windows NT.”

e s

What's New
New! Enhanced OLE suppon lets you categorize,
control, manage, storg, and share virtually any type
of data—inciuging decuments, spreadsheets, and
graphics.
New! OCX support means thal developers can now
create applications that use OLE custom controls such
as Internet Web browsers, communications packages,
or grid and graphing controts that seamiessly inte-
grate with Paradox.
New] More than 100 naw ObjectPAL methods give you
the mosl powerul database ianguage available.
Newl Object Explorar helps you accomplish more by
accessing properties, methods, and events, no mater
what your lgvel of expertise.

—InfoWorid, Ocrober 16,1995
Unparaiieled compatihility "5
With enhanced |Experts and 2 new Windows 95
look and feel, you'll see the benefits of the new
32-bit technology from day one. Paradox 7 is
compatible with previous versions of Paradox for
Windows. so any data or applications you created
in Paradox for Windows can be used in Paradox 7.
You can even share your data with other people
who may still be using previous versions of
Paradox for Windows on the same network server.

Best suite integration
With new act-alike menus and toolbarss, you’ll
appreciate the seamless integration of Paradox with
Novel] PerfectOffice 7 and Microsoft Office 95.

Powertul development language
Paradox 7’s Integrated Development Enviropment
is unsurpassed. New developer tools such as the
enhanced program editor ;nake ObjectPAL™
programming a snap. The editor boosts produc-
nvity with features such as color syntax highlight-
ing. block indent, keystroke record and playback.
and other tools. Qur new high-performance 32-bit
Borland®* Database Engine (BDE) technology is at
the hean of all Borland products. That means whep
you use Paradox 7, you cap access more diverse
data (aster and easier Lhan with any other database.

View and organize your data with
Windows 95-hosted
features such as new
tab-style controls in

the Visual form Designer.

Create customized forms
displaying data from muitipie tables
with visual design tools —
no programming required.

Customize
your working enviconment—

see the toolbar how and
where you wan it.

--"‘\.‘ M
I > )
MH_ o S

> Best network solution

" If you use Paradox on a network. you’ll appre-
ciate its LAN support. With its record-locking
capabilities, Paradox allows you to create high-
performance pe(work applications, making in your
best networkable database choice.

“It 15 without a doubt a must-have for all

serious Paradox users and developers.”
—InfoWoyld, Octobor 16,1933

Try Paradox 7 risk-free
If for any rcason you're not fully sarisfied. simply
return it to Bosland within 90 days for a full refund.

Oroer Parapox 7 Topay

See your re_se'llel or call todav.
800-336-6464, ext. 50431
see the entire InfoWorld article,
just access our web site.

1-800-461-3327 « Internet; bnp://www borland.com
~ CompuServe: GO BORLAND

Borland

Making Development Easier

*Umited-time oHfev after manufacturer’y rcbate. Copyright € 1995 Borland knternational, Inc, All rights reserved. Al Borfand product names are trademarks of Borland Interoational, Tnc.
Offet good in the U.S. and Canads only, All prices are in U.S. dofiars. Dealer prices may vary. BI §7
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President-Elect Nominee — Jim Hoisington

Jim is a graduate of Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas. He and his family
moved “up north" to Dallas in 1980. Jim joined the North Texas PC Users
Group at its second meeting. Since then he has served 4 terms as President,
two terms as a Director, and has been Membership Chairman for over four
years. Together with Reagan Andrews, Jim leads the DOS SIG and he has

been the back-up leader for the Advanced Programmers SIG since the SIG be- ™~

gan. In addition, Jim was on the first Board of Directors of the Association of ~
PC Users Groups (APCUG), was the first treasurer of the Computer Council
of Dallas, and is the current vice-president of DFW Xchange Corporation.
Jim is also a member of the Metrocrest Amateur Radio Society (MARS).
When he isn’t attending meetings, Jim does a litfle consulting to pay for all

the computer "stuff" that he buys.

» 1/,

Nominees for North Texas PC Users
Group Board of Directors

Reagan Andrews, Ph.D.

Reagan is currently a mem-
ber of the Board, and apast =
NTPCUG President. Heis | _um
Co-leader of the DOS SIG
and stepped in two years
ago to become “temporary” |
Publisher of the North Texas
PC News, a tremendous vol- |
unteer task. The "Variety
Store” column in this news- |
letter was his idea and has
become a mainstay of keep- &
ing on top of industry 3
news. Reagan works for
the Dallas VA Hospital as a Clinical Psychologist
treating veterans suffering from delayed stress syn-
drome. He and his wife, Connie, continue to be
ambassadors to COMDEX.

Timothy Carmichael

w Timothy serves as Pro-

| gram Chairman of the

1 NTPCUG and has done so
since 1989. Timothy is a
current member of the
Board of Directors. As the
Program Chairman, he is
responsible for the Audito-
rium presentations at our
Saturday meetings and
Timothy continues to do
an excellent job for vs. In

his real job, he is an electrical and biomedical engi-
neer doing research, applying computer hardware
and software for medical measurement and diag-
nostic systems.

Doug Gorrie

Doug was the 1993 Presi-
dent of the NTPCUG. He
is the Co-leader of the Com-
munications, BBS and In-
termet SIG’s and is involved
in the day-to-day support
of our Bulletin Board Sys-
tem. Doug'’s is the voice
that you hear if you call the %
NTPCUG phone number,
and he updates the mes- !
sage monthly as new infor-
mation about our monthly
meetings becomes available. He has spent the past
26 years with Southwestern Bell Telephone, 17 of
those were working with IBM mainframes. The
past six years he has worked as an Internal Auditor
for SWBT.

Alex Lilley

Alex has been the Special
Interest Group (SIG) Coor-
dinator for the past three
years and is also the room
scheduler for all computer
groups that meet at In-
fomart. In addition, Alex
coordinates all audio-vis-
ual and white-board equip-
ment used at the D/FW
Xchange meetings at In-
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fomart. Alex is married with two grown children
and works as an IS for a local commercial real es-
tate company. He is a Certified Property Manager
and graduate of Texas A & M.

Linda Moore

Linda Moore is founder of the NTPCUG Walk
Abouts and you can find her most meeting days
leading a group of new and prospective members
around the halls of Infomart, visiting SIGs and gen-
erally helping folks get to know the NTPCUG.
Linda’s career in computers began in the 1960’s
and she has been active in the Association for Sys-
tems Management where she served as an officer
as well as in the Planning Executives Institute and
the Data Processmg Management Assocjation.
Linda has been an inde-
pendent computer con-
sultant specializing in
software sys-
tems, opera-
tional analysis
and technical
communication
since 1983.
Linda’s diversity
began with her
academic double-
major in Mathe-

matics and Joumalism.
Fred Williams

Fred is a current BOD
member and has been a
member of NTPCUG
since its founding in
1982. He has been SIG
Leader for the Comumu-
nications and LAN
SIG’s, and is the founder
and current leader of the
Paradox and Delphi
SIGs. He chaired the
BBS Steering Committee
which reorganized the
BBS support staff, and
he provided project man-
agement and technical services while converting
the BBS software to the current
TBBS.

He is SYSOP of the BBS and helps
maintain the system. He has been
an independent software devel-
oper of communications and data-
base systems for personal comput-
ers since 1982.

Official 1996 Bailot

(Detach and use original ballot
— Copies are not acceptable.)

North Texas@mers Group, Inc.

A Nonprofit Organization

Nominees for President-Elect:
(Vote for 1 — at right)

0O Jim Hoisington
a

Nominees for Board of Directors
(Vote for 5 — below)

(] Reagan Andrews
8 Timothy Carmichael

Q Doug Gorrie
(1 Alex Lilley

[ Fred Williams
a

A Linda Moore

Users Group, P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX
nuary 21 Meehng All ballots must be received by the
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First Book Review For
Visual Basic 4.0

Selecting Visual Basic 4.0 Nuts & Bolts For Experienced
Programmers as a first review candidate was an easy
call. First, the book was co-authored by Gary Cor-
nell, the author of one of the best books on Visual
Basic 3.0 entitled The Visual Basic 3 For Windows
Handbook. Second, the book was 1/3 the thickness
of the typical Visual Basic 4.0 book. Finally, the
book seems to fit a niche audience that few books
on Visual Basic address; the experienced program-
mer wanting to capture the essence of Visual Basic
4.0 without having to wade through seemingly end-
less examples of how a Por-Next loop works. This
book, Visual Basic 4.0 Nuts & Bolts For Experienced
Programmers by Gary Cornell and Troy Strain, is
published by Osborne-McGraw Hill.

Early Chapters Introduce Visual Basic 4.0

Chapters 1 and 2 introduce the reader to Visual Ba-
sic 4.0 and describe the Integrated Development En-
vironment (IDE) used to create Visual Basic applica-
tions. Chapter 3 describes the process for manipulat-
ing objects (forms and controls) within the IDE.
Chapters 4 and 5 cover Visual Basic 40 programming

techniques. Chapter 4 opens with a discussion
comparing the “event-driven” nature of Visual Ba-
sic programming with the “top-down” nature of
conventional programming, a concept that must
be understood to become proficent in Visual Ba-
sic. programming.

Object Oriented Programming (OOP)

Visual Basic 4.0 is the first version of Visual Basic to in-
corporate OOP functionality. Microsoft has included a
modest capability for creating new objects in Visual Ba-
sic 4.0. Chapter 6 includes an introduction to OOP
concepts and definitions for the purpose of explaining

o

oy
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Cid.

or send them e-mail on the BBS. Fresh ideas are
welcomed. They are not always enacted, but your
BOD appreciates the input. If you want to help,
try an hour in the Information Booth, or at the
Disk of the Month table.

Andy Olioer

-

]

::fhes"e m:embers aremglli‘@ﬂéad:ed to the Aucﬁforium

For the NTPCUG Business Meeting to vote for new
Officers — and, for the Gala, Giant Prize Drawings



the OOP functionality included in Visual Basic 4.0.
The authors use an excellent analogy of a com-
puter with its objects {(power supply, disk drives,
motherboards, etc) in explaining object-oriented
programming. Chapter 6 also describes the tech-
niques for manipulating objects built into Visual
Basic and how to create your own objects in Vis-
ual Basic. Chapter 6 concludes with a description
of how to build your own Class Modules. The ex-
ample used by the authors is a Deck of Cards
Class Module. Later, in Chapter 10, the procedure
for developing OLE servers is described.

Error Handling and Debugging

Chapter 7 covers the techniques for making your applica-
tion user-friendly: when errors are encountered. Proce-
dures for implementing error trapping are described to
preclude catastrophic termination of your program.
Chapter 8 describes tools and techniques for testing and
debugging your programs. Following the techniques de-
scribed in these two chapters will limit the “surprises”
your customners will find in using your application.

File Management

The file management techniques used in Visual Ba-
sic are described in Chapter 9. Microsoft has
added file-handling functions to Visual Basic that
formerly required calls to the Windows ATL

Later Chapters Introduce More Complex Topics

Communicating with other Windows applications
is the subject of Chapter 10. The topics include
the simplistic methods of the Clipboard, the Send-
Keys statements, Dynamic Data Exchange (DDE),
and Object Linking and Embedding (OLE 2). A sig-
nificant portion of Chapter 10 is spent on OLE 2 de-
scribing ways you can create OLE objects.

Chapter 11 offers an introduction to graphics in Vis-
ual Basic.

Chapter 12 discusses the more advanced user inter-
face features found in Visual Basic 40. The new Win-
dows 95 controis (TreeView, StatusBar, ProgressBar,
TabStrip, ImageList, ListView, Slider, and
RichTextBox controls) are briefly described Other
user interface topics discussed in Chapter 12 include
the comumon dialog box, mouse event procedures,
and help systems.

Finally, Chapter 13 introduces the reader to the data-
base features in Visual Basic The Data Manager add-
in is described and the database operations using the
data contro] and the sample database provided with
Visual Basic 4.0.

VS

This book will appeal to experienced programuners
that have no specific knowledge of Visual Basic. It
will help that programmer dedde whether Visual
Basic 4.0 is the appropriate programming language
for a spedfic project. Once the dedsion is made to
use Visual Basic, additional books will most likely
be required that contain more detail and appropri-
ate amounts of sample code.

The ISBN for Visual Basic 4 Nuts & Bolts For Experienced
Programmers is 0-07-882141-X and retail price is $24.95.

Jim Carter

About Business Cards...

The PC News offers special, reduced rates for
NTPCUG members’ business~card ads as a service
to our members.

In order to qualify for these rates for multiple in-
sertions, submitted ads must be machine readable,
i.e., as an EPS, TTF or PCX file. EPS is preferred
since it allows small changes without too-much ex-
tra effort. Any changes to TIF or PCX files must
be made by the advertiser/member and the new
file sent to the PC News on the BBS.

We will scan submitted hard-copy catds at the ad-
vertiser’s risk with no guarantee as to quality of re-
production. If a member wishes, the PC News can
attempt, for an additional charge, to replicate the
hard-copy card as closely as possible, usually with
good success, but not always with identical fonts
to those used by commercial printers.

Reagan Andrews

10

T » RS A Vv E L
" Member of NTPCUG

Debra Green

903 N, Bowser « Sulle 100 + [lchardson, Texas 75081
(214) 2344590 » 800-652-9229 (9302)
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. Arcada Backup for Windows 95

Reagan Andrews

Your old backup software may “fool” you into
thinking it works with Windows 95 — but, it really
doesn’t. There are lots of problems with long file-
names and the Registry.

Arcada is a good example. Ilooked at the Conner
Tape.Stor 4000 tape backup drive a couple of
months ago (September, 1995) and really liked the
new drive and the Arcada-written Backup Exec
software that came with the Conner unit. Did the
review in August, just on the verge of the release
of Microsoft Windows 95.

The “old” Backup Exec looked like it was backing-up
the Win 95 files and I was initially fooled into think-
ing it had. Arcada knows this and Arcada has writ-
ten a package, Arcada Backup for Windows 95, to accom-
modate the move to the new version of Windows lots
of users are making since the Microsoft release.

I tested version 1.0. Please remember that in read-
ing this supplement to the original article. There
are problems and Arcada knows about them — re-
lease 1.1 is due out shortly and is free to regis-
tered Arcada users.

Installation on Win 95 was essentially “brainless” and
unusually quick and easy which is one of the very
positive features of both the Arcada software and of
Win 95. Took about six or seven minutes from the
two 3.5” floppy disks enclosed with the new box.

Interface of the new Arcada product is strictly in
keeping with Win 95. There are configuration,
backup and restore “Wizards” that make the proc-
ess quite easy and quick for even the new user. I
was impressed with all three until I tried to look
at some of the tape catalogs from previous back-
ups with the Conner drive.

K.B. Barton
President

PCS

PC Services & Solutions, Inc.
Software/Network Professionals

7046 Azalea Lase 21 - 750-3662
Suite 100 Fax 214 - 750-3664
Dallas, Texes 75230 Per: 214 - 8055951

Internet  kbarton@pcssicom
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Surprise! The
new Arcada soft-
ware couldn't eas-
ily read the old
catalogs, but had
to make “new”
catalogs from the
tape — and
couldn’t store
these “tempo-
rary” catalogs on
the hard disk. B
Makes “archiving” a tad dumsy, slow and frus-
trating. Took the software approximately 25 min-
utes to do the job on an “old” tape.

Excellent Technical Support!

Phoned Arcada Technical Support, which isn’t an
“800” call. Spent better part of 30 seconds on
“hold” before a technjcian answered and ex-
plained my difficulty! After significant portions
of hours spent on “hold” with other vendors, this
very rapid response was indeed astonishing.

Also, some very important issues were resolved
with this call that created a lot of respect for Arcada.

First was fact that technician was unusually open
in saying this was a known problem, was quite
apologetic and very polite in suggesting I wait for
the new version, and didn’t make me feel like it
was my problem. (If this doesn’t impress you, try
a similar call to IBM, Microsoft or a number of
other vendors, then you'll believe.)

1did do a “fresh” backup with 1.0, and continued
to observe the speed and quietness of the earlier
review. I'm not sure if it was as fast as with the
DOS version since Arcada’s screens and informa-
tion content were, again, not the same as that of
the “older” DOS or Windows 3.11 versions.

However, it did get the Registry information
“right” and did retain the long filenames without

........................................................................................

eak
. derformers, Inc.

lob Placemenl & Recruiting Specialist

GENE McCORMICK

P.O. Box 92963
Phone (metra) 817-424-5185

Southlake, Texas 76092
Fax (melro) 8)7-424.5186
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I-net E-Mail on the
NTPCUG TBBS BBS

by Lewis Graber
Table of Contents
A. Restrictions on your messages

B. How to Receive [-mail messages
addressed to You

C. How to Prepare an [-Mail message
for Uploading to TBBS

(without using an off-line mail reader)
A. Restrictions on Your Messages

As of August 1995, these restrictions apply to I-
mail (messages routed through the Internet) on
our TBBS BBS:

1. Limit your outgoing messages to 9K or less.
When or if this limit is raised, you will be happily
notified.

2. Incoming messages should be limited to 2 Meg
or less. Anything between 8K and 2 Meg will
come to you in an "attached” or "enclosed” (TBBS
terminology) file. Incoming messages over 2 Meg
automnatically incur the wrath of the cosmic shred-
der.

3. DO NOT SUBSCRIBE to any "mailing lists." Our
system cannot handle that volume of traffic, and
your TBBS ACCESS may be eaten by a grumpy
SYSOP.

Arcada Backup for Windows 95%... Crd.

the tildes (~) you'll see when a 16-bit program tries
to handle the long filenames Win 95 incorporates.

Even though Win 95 comes with a basic tape
backup module, many users may note that their
particular drive isn’t supported by the Win 95
module. Arcada supports a lot of drives Win 95
doesn’t recognize/remember and can be a life-
saver for users with more exotic or older tape
drives, particularly SCSI high-speed units.

My best suggestion is to wait for the new “de-
bugged” version, then buy the Arcada Backup for
Windows 95 software.

Reagan Andrews
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I-NeT Mail ... Again?

Yes, because Fred Williams, Doug Gorrie, etc al.,
have managed to make the NTPCUG BBS “UUCP
Friendly” again, 1/we thought it was time to run Le-
wis Graber’s short manual on using the PCUG BBS
for Internet E-mail again. It originally appeared in
the September issue of the PC News.

B. How to Receive I-mail Messages Addressed to You
Your Internet I-mmail address

First, you will want to tell your correspondents how to
reach you. If your name on your PC-News mailing la-
bel and on this BBS is Max Newbie, then your I-mail re-
turn address on our NTPCUG BBS is:

max.newbie@ntpcug.org

Your correspondents must enter your address exactly;
“close enough” won’t get it, and you won’t either, with
no error message to you.

Incoming I-mail traffic will be accessible to you exactly
like normal internal TBBS e-mail. When you first log
onto TBBS, all your incoming message summaries {in-

RAMP UP YOUR INTERNET ACCESS

Aslow As

PER MONTH

CALL TODAY: 214.672.RAMP OR
CHECK Us OUT ONLINE AT kttp://www.onramp.net

> ONRAMP

H N O L O G

1950 SIemmonsFreewuy Suite 3042 - INFOMART Dallos TX 75207
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Internet Mail (I-Mail) Primer for the NTPCUG BBS... Ctd.

cluding I-mail shown as coming from UUCP
MAIJL) will display on your screen. You can
choose to:

a) read them at that time on screen, (but preferably

with your screen capture turned ON for later off-
line file viewing), and

b) Cubbyhole them for later reading, or

c) choose NOT to read them right away, in which
case those message summaries will be displayed
again each time you log on — until you read the
messages.

C. How to Prepare an I-Mail
Message for Uploading to TBBS

(without using an off-line mail reader)

[If you don’t know what one s,
you don’t have one]

Since our I-mail muncher (uh, processor) will look
at the FIRST LINE of your message body text for
the “TO:" info, start that first line with a LEAD-
ING SPACE in column one, followed by "To:" (not
case-sensitive, and without the quotes), followed
by a SPACE, followed by the Internet address of
your intended recipient (in all lower case letters),
as in this example:

{sp)To:(sp) elvis.presley@somewhereoutthere.com

Our mail muncher will extract the subject info
from the SECOND LINE. Again, start with a
LEADING SPACE, followed by "Subject:" fol-
lowed by a SPACE, and then by subject matter de-
scription (all not case-sensitive), as in this example:
{(sp)Subject: (sp)Message size instructions

Leave at Jeast ONE BLANK LINE after your "Sub-
ject” line before starting the body of your message.

Example I-mail Message to Upload
==example TBBS Message Header to key in====

TO: UUCP MAIL
caps with space)

SUBJECT: Z key in any dummy character to
keep TBBS happy

===example Internet I-mail message to upload===

key in exactly as shown (all

(sp)To:(sp) elvis.presley@somewhereoutthere.com

(sp)Subject:(sp)Message size instructions

Hello, Elvis. In the event you can send me Internet
mail, I want you to know that while I can only
send you messages of 9K or less from our
NTPCUG BBS, you can send me up to 2 Meg. Can
you type that much?

Yours,

Roger Freeman

roger.freeman@ntpcug.org

===end of example Internet I-mail message====

You will upload this message into the private E-
mail area. When TBBS asks you for "To:" informa-
tion, key in:

UUCP MAIL

All caps and the embedded space are REQUIRED.
When TBBS asks you for "Subject:" info, anything
will do. Since this info will be thrown away, we
suggest using the letter "Z" — to fool TBBS into let-
ting you proceed with the upload.

May all your messages be delivered and may the
cosmic file shredder starve a horrible death!

Lewis Graber

Don't Forget to Vote!

[ts importent to you — and to us Make
a choice of who you think will represenl
you best — and VOTE . ..

If you dont vole at the

) Janvary 13 NTPCUG Business
Meeting — or mail in your ballot
3 {or the Dresident-Elecl sad your
/choice of (ive (5) members of the
NTPCUG Board of Directors. youll
lose your voice in bow the
NTPCUG s runl

Dlease sec Pages 4 - 5
for more information
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The Corel Corner

Just a few comments I down-
loaded from CorelNet in De-
cember that pertain to Draw 6

CorelNET Draw 6 Fave Raves

This area is a bit different. The
focus here is strictly on what
you've found in Draw 6 to be
new and improved. What’s
your favorite new feature?

How has it made you more pro-
ductive? Have you come up
with a script that you’d like to
share? A tip?....

“Check out that eraser and
knife utility! It’s great! It even
works on Power-Clips, so you
can jig-saw along!! First [ was a
littlebit sceptical about the
Corelé-suite, mainly because
XaraStudio is a much better art-
ists-package just for drawing,
but when it comes to technical
and less-artistic drawing and
painting, well there’s no alterna-
tive then Corel (And I’'m not

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

“Technical Support Repre-
sentatives ....................800-818-1848

9F Release, CD-Rom ordy(latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel
products) ...................800-772-6735

%Customer Service Repre-
sentatives
ceeverriree s 800-772-6735

S[VAN (Interactive Voice Answer-

ing Network)..............613-728-1990
%24 Hour Automated Fax System

ecerrenranenn. 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

“Technjcal Support hours are
4AM to 8PM (EST) excluding
holidays

#To obtain our catalogue please
request document #2000

getting paid for this....)"-
Jippe@xs4all.nl

“My area is presentation graph-
ics and the ability to open mul-
tiple files, as opposed to multi-
ple copies of CorelDRAW is a
great productivity enhance-
ment. Other great features are
the ease and comprehensive-
ness of the toolbar and menu
customisation - very, very use-
ful. Automatic polygons and
spirals are a bonus too.”-slip-
per108123.iafrica.com

“Despite the fact that the Draw
6 manual doesn’t even mention
the Movie menu in PhotoPaint,
['ve found it to be just the
ticket for creating and editing
mini-AVI movies for use as ani-
mated WWW icons. In case you
weren’t aware, the new Mi-
crosoft Internet Explorer 2.0 has
a new "extended” HTML tag in
the form IMG
DYNSRC="movie.avi". These
icons, which can have optional
loop=infinite attributes (etc.),
then show up as animations on
your web page. With a little
clever programming, you can
also set other browsers, such as
Netscape, to display a regular
GIF or JPEG in their place, for
full compatibility

North Texas PC NEWS

OANN Elliorr

per’s home page.”-
pmO0l7.vcr.wis.net

“A very handy new feature is
the ability to check the separa-
tious directy in the Print Op-
tions dialog box. You don’t
have to actually print the sepa-
rations to check them out. This
saves a lot of time and paper. -
pc97.datamedia.se

“Has anyone noticed this very
useful feature? When you im-
port a Photoshop image into
Drawé, any alpha channel in
the image is recognised and
treated as a mask, so rendering
the masked areas transparent.
I’'m using Photoshop 2.5 and ha-
ver't tried it yet with version 3.
Has anyone e)se?”-ad51-
156.compuserve.com

”"Here’s an example of a new

and nifty thing in Draw 6: In

the PostScript Preferences dia-
log box, you can enable a new
Auto Increase Fountain Steps

option, which will increase the
number of steps in your foun-
tain-filled objects to the appro-
priate number for your output
device. A related option, Opti-

Continued on page 17 ...

with the widest

range of browsers. 1
used PhotoPaint, and
its ability to create
these AVIs and trans-
parent, interlaced
GIFs, to create many
of the graphics at
The Computer Pa-

COREL

CORPORATION

11
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Disks of the Month for December

Note: All of these disks are distributed on 1.44M disk only

Disk 1020. Buttons for DOS
6.0, 11/95 ~ Buttons (Icons)
Menu for DOS, Taad Soft-
ware, a division of Triad Pijc-
tures Corp., P.O. Box 1299, Se-
qum, WA 98382. Shareware
Fee: $49.00.

BUTTONS FOR DOS, Version
6.0 (VGA) offers POINT &
CLICK access to Non-Win-
dows software. Pops up on
exit from Windows and/or at
boot-up time. It easily han-
dles alternate boot configura-
tons. [t does not limit mem-
ory. This may be the EASI-
EST DOS MENU TO USE yet.
It won Home PC Magazine’s
BESTBUY AWARD.

This shareware version is lim-
ited to 18 button icons, where
the registered version allows
900. It lacks the Password fea-
ture, and the four free accesso-
ries supplied with the regis-
tered version.

Buttons for DOS allows you
to assign any DOS program to
a button. When you click on
the button, the program will
run. Buttons has 50 pages of
buttons. To change pages,
click on the Prev Page or Next
Page buttons, or use the Page
Index tabs. You can use the
ESC key to quit from almost
anything in Buttons for DOS.

Buttons for DOS takes itself
completely out of user mem-
ory when you launch a pro-
gram, leaving the maximum
memory space for your DOS
software. A mouse is sug-
gested, but you can use the
keyboard except for some ad-
vanced features.

An optional password system
is available including a Man-
ager Password and individual
button passwords, but some
or all passwords can be disen-
gaged.

Buttons Macros, which are
simply lists of DOS com-
mands ¢an be created and as-
sociated with a Button.

Buttons for DOS has exten-
sive on-line help, an automat-

ic screen-saver, and provides
for alternate system configura-
tions for games, etc.

GETTING STARTED:

Type "INSTALL" to install But-
tons for DOS. A new direc-
tory, C:\BUTTONS, will be
created, and "Bubtons” in-
stalled there. Buttons for

DOS will set itself up to run
every time you exit Windows,
or every Hme you start your
computer (your choice).

The source of this disk is
NTPCUG member Jan Park-
hill.
This README prepared by
John Puckette, edited by Gene
Carleton.

Disk 1021. PC-CONFIG 7.31,
12/95 — System Info/Bench-
mark Program, Michae) Holin,
Buchrainweg 61, 63069 Offen-
bach, Germany, Telefon ++49
69 833887 / ++49 172 6912576,
Fax ++49 69 845242, CIS
100441,1366. Shareware Fee:
$35.

January 1996

S

PC-CONFIG is the u)timate
shareware Systeminfo/Bench-
mark Program for MS-DOS.
PC-CONFIG is a program
which lists the components of
your computer without your
having to touch a single screw
to look inside.

What can PC-CONFIG do
that other programs do not?

+ 1) Shows ISA, EISA,
MCA, VLB and PCI Main-
boards

¢ 2) Built-in CD-ROM
benchmark

e 3) Identify C&T, G2,
OPTI, ELITE, SIS, ETEQ,
UMC, Forex Chip Sets

= 4) ldentfy 386 & 486
processor caches and
their size (8-256 KB)

12

e 5) Tell a DX from a SX
CPU, identify RapidCAD,
Cyrix486, Pentium

« 6) Identify VGA- card
manufacturer, chip-set
and BIOS version.

*7) Identify over 600 ex-
pansion cards in Micro-
channel (MCA) systems

8) Identify a vanety of
hard disk cache software

9) Show HI-DOS mem-
ory under DOS 5,
386MAX, QEMM386 and
MOVE'EM

« 10) Find areas of memory
of different speeds in the
first megabyte and in ex-
tended memory

¢ 11) Test for hardware
shadow-RAM for main
and VGA BJOS.

12) Show the physical pa-
rameters of ESDI hard
disks

*13) Identify SCSI HD-
controllers and their
manufacturers

14) Establish the rota-
tional speed of the hard
disk

*15) Display the name,
cache size and controller
version IDE hard disks

*16) ldenhfy the frame
speed for VGA cards

* Registered Version only!

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM PC, XT, AT or compatible
with minimum 280 KB free
RAM. MS-DOS Ver. 2.0, better
with Ver 3.0 or higher. CGA,
MDA, EGA, VGA compatible
graphucs adapter.

[ 4

The source of this disk is
NTPCUG member Jan Park-
hill.
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This README prepared by
. John Puckette, edited by Gene
Carleton.

Disk 1022. PACKTREE, 12/95 —
MS-DOS Tree Command En-
bancer, PACKTREE, May 1993,
Jim Russell-Redman
(NTPCUG), PFG Inc., 214-250-
0118. Shareware Fee: $0 (no
registration required)

PACKTREE is an extender for
the MS-DOS utility, "TREE",

North Texas PC NEWS

ries and subdjrectories,
showing the directory struc-
ture of the storage me-
dium. By adding the pa-
rameter "/F", TREE will

SKS

_~Conrived

.show the files in each direc-

tory and subdirectory.
However, the files axe

listed one per line, requiring
an excessive amount of paper.

PACKLIST reads the output
from TREE, and packs the al-
pha-sorted file names several
to a line. The program will
ask for the number of col-

which draws a tree of directo- |, nson a page of the printer
Top Twenty DOM Disks

Want to know what's hot? These are the 20 most
popular NTPCUG DOM Library disks - as of No-
vember 27, 1995.
1008 .. VirusScan & VSheild 2.26E (Possibly the
....... best virus finder)
980 ... Modem Doctor 5.2 (Make that rascal perform)
991 ... WALL $TREET, The Bottom Line 1.5
990AB. Netscape 1.10N, Web browser (2 disk set)
984 ... WinZip 5.6 (Use zipped programs without
....... unzipping them)
986 ... CTS Serial Port Utilities, 1.3
982 ... Tips for Using Windows for Workgroups 3.11
978 ... INTERNET Help Files
997 ... ProComun Plus Upgrade
996 . .. ProComm Plus Bonus Disk
972 ... Professional Screen Capture Systems 1.02
....... (Windows)
993 ... Intel’s AT Commands for Modens Online
....... Manual
979 ... HOT BUTTON for Windows
969 ... WINFORMAT 1.0 (Windows Program
....... Uninstaller, Plus)
985 ... Duplicate File Locator 3.40
987 ... AMIsetup 2.60 for working with your
....... CMOS setup
992 ... BLUE WAVE 2.12 Offline Mail Reader
958 ... Windows Bonus Pack (FAQ and *.INI
....... guidance files, a must)
976 ... BLOCKER 1.01
989 ... Boxer/DOS 7.0 text editor

in use (up to 200, but usually
80, or 132 if condensed print-
ing is used). The program re-
duces this limit to the next
lower exact multiple of 5. A
sample cutput with 80-col-
umns specified might look
something like that in the
sample output at the bottom
of this page.

GETTING STARTED:

First, execute the MS-DOS
TREE command and write its
output to a file named IN-
TREE, as follows:

TREE /F C:\ INTREE

Then, execute
PACKTREE

PACKTREE will ask for the re-
quired limit of columns. An-
swer 80 initially. Output will
8o to a file named NUTREE,
which you can edit further ot
print. If you have & very
large number of directo-
ries/files, you will get a
message that says "Need
larger page limit™. Tust
reduce the size of the IN-
TREE file and PACK-

TREE will work just fine.

The source of this disk is
the author
This README prepared
by John Puckette, ed-
ited by Gene Carleton

Disk 1023. BETTER ALT-
TAB, 2/95 — Windows Enhance-
ment Utility, Toggles Boolean,
PO BOX 4204, Sta. E, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada X1$ 5BN, In-
temek 71534.3255@com-
puserve.com. Shareware fee:
$20.00

BETTER ALT-TAB improves
on the method for changing
from one program to another
program that is already run-
ning under Windows 3.1. By
default, pressing ALT-TAB
will allow you to cycle be-
tween all the running applica-
tons. The main problem wjth
Alt-Tab as you know it, is the
speed with which you do
your searching and how
many tmes vou run past the
selection you want to make.
BETTER ALT-TAB improves
this situabion by presenting a
graphical method of display-
ing your JCONS and a de-

MS DOS TREE Sample output:

Directory PATH lisking

A

Volume Serial Number is 12ED-201A

BRTHDAYS.FRG BRTHDAYSFRM BRTHDAYSFRO CATALOG.CAT
ROSTERFRM  ROSTERFRO  UNTITLED.CAT

PRNTFILE

CARSSA06 APLCNT4623 BRTHDAY5.624 BRTHDAYS A06
ROSTERS317 ROSTERS5613 ROSTER5.B07

PRCGRAMS

LAPSCHEK FRO NAMENADRFRG NAMENADRFRM NAMENADRFRO

SUMMARYFRM SUMMARYFRO



{ntroducmyg the AIRport™ 2000
kit, for quick, wireless infrared file
transfer and synchronization be-
tween stotebooks and deskiop PCs.
Now updating your files can be
as easy as changing TV chan-
nels with a remote control,

For PCMCIA eomectivity,
the 16-bit SIimSCSF kit 1s the
bes! way 1o ke advantage of the
fastest portable peripheral connes-
Hop—aup to 2MB per second. W's
complete witi a 3 foot cable and
Adaptec® EZ-5C5I softwoare.

Upgrade your portable with up
to seven SCSH peripherals via
the parallel printer port with the
MiniSCSI™ Plus kit. Or for data
transfer rates of up to 1 MB/sec
upgrade with the MiniSCSI EPP
(Enlianced Parallel Porl) adapter.

SCSI delivers a wide
range of peripherals.
For over a decade SCSI has been the
performance 1/Q choice on the PC.
And now it is becoming the easiest
way to upgrade. With SCSI, adding

Desktop
Upgrades

The Adaptec TotalCorntnect™ kit,
with the AVA"-1515 host adapler,
is an affordable solution for single
users or small offices needing cor-
nection to a wide variety of SCSI
peripherals—up to seven.

The TotalCD™ kit, with the
AVA-1505 host adapter, s an
affordahle solution for users who
simply want fo upgrade to virtu~
ally arnry Fast SCS1-2 CD-ROM
drive. For both internal and
external CD-ROM drives,

The SCS! Direction™ kit with

the AHA®-1522 SC51 host adap-
ter connects up lo severt SCS51-2
devices. Including audio, data and
phota CD-ROM, removable media,
magnelo-optical, hard drives and
scanners. All o one 1O slot.

The key to easy
upgrades is SCSI !

“The

wave of new slandards and specifica-
tions hitting the marketl is unlike
anything we’ve seen in the past....
we have to be wmuch more careful in
selecting our next computers because
this confusion will affect a system’s
upgrade potenlial..you're probably
going to have trouble trymg lo add a second
hard disk to that system you just bought. ..

peripherals is quick and easy.
just plug in the peripheral
and install the related software.
SCSI can support up to seven
peripheral devices and is com-
patible with all current application
software and DOS, Windows® 95,
Windows NT™ or OS/2°.

John C. Dvorak,

*To recqlve a genera! Adaptec product catalog by fax prags “2", then press “2” agaln for an interactive tax product directory. ©1585 Adaplec, Inc. All rights reserved. Adaplec, he Adaplec logo, IOware, the I0ware fogs, AlRport, SimSCE



Performance
Upgrades

The SCSI Master” kit, with the
AHA-1542CP eard, is the hero of all
SCSI host adapters for virtually any
ISA PC. It delivers high gverall sys-
tem performance for muftitasking
operating systems like Windows 95
and O5/2 Warp.

This Adaptec PCI SCS] Master™
fas already improved the perfor-
mance of over one million PC1/
Pentium-based PCs. With our
PhaseEngine® RISC processor
yout'lt be reaching transfer rates
faster than a speeding bullet,

The PCI Litra Wide SCS} Master™
kit is the fastest SCSI ever! Use

it now for super fast PCI perfor-
mance. And, when you upgrade lo
UltraSCS] peripherals, you'll be
doubling the transfer rates and
the bandwidth. For four times
the 1/O myscle.

It’s amazing how
well things work.

The

good news is thal

since Adaptec promated ASPI and
something called Adaptec EZ-5CS]
software you can make SCSI work
without o hassle..I'd advise adding
an Adaptec PCI Master kit. You should
be able to string 7 external SCSJ-2 devices
to this thing effortlessly, just as if you
had a Mac.”t

July 1995 PC Magazine

':DAT%- [__-.::HDD SE _5CSI1 %

Build a
Better Server

The AHA3940 card unleashes
server 1/O performance with PCI
multichannel SCSI. With two 1/O
channels, data transfer burst rates
can redach up to 133 MB/sec. Each
channel is powered by its own
PhascEngine® RISC processor to
optimize performance and response.

Notw that you're leaping buildings
in a single bound, you're rendy for
remote SCSI managanent. Adaptec
CHO™ software remotely momitors
and manages 5CSI pertpherals
from any Windows* desktop. So
you cun keep track of the server
dovni the hall, or acrass the world.

Until now RAID 5 uns too pricey
for smaller sized LANSs. That's
why we infroduced the AHA-3985
RAID adapter. Our wnigue design
eliminates the need for the costly
microprocessors and memory of
conventional RAID controllers—
without sacrificing performance.

How to Buy:

You have a choice. 50 ask your dealer for a
SCSI1 peripheral. Whelher you're buying
scanners, high-capacity hard drives,
CD-ROM drives or tape drives.
CD-recordables, magneto opticals,
or remevable media drives. Ex-
ternal or internal. Make sure jt's

a SCSI peripheral.

To find out where to buy, for
product information, or to find
out more about SCSI, step into
the nearest phone booth and

cal) 1-800-804-8886 ext. 1839
now. For faxed information
dial 1-408-945-2570*. Or perhaps
you would preter to read about

your favorite super hero while you
surf the net. To visit our home page lype
http://www.adaptec.com

Cladaptec

1/0.NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

PRODUCTS

8!, TotaiConnect, TotalCD, PhaseEngine, SCSI Direction, SCS! Master, PGl SCSI Master, Adaptae CO , EZ-SCSI, AVA, and AHA are tademarks of Adaptec, Inc. which may be registered in some jurisdictions. Windows 95 s a registerad
vark of the Microsalt Corparation in the U.5. and other countries, used undar license. Alf other trademarks used belong 1o thelr respectiva ownars, 1 Raprintad with parmision ftom "PC Magazina™ July 1995 © 1995 Zifi-Davis Publishing Company,
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scription of what that icon rep-
resents. You may do the de-
fault alt-tab or use your

mouse pointer to click the
icon. Either way, you will

find that you have far better
control of the next icon or pro-
gram you wish to select. You
can even back up by using
ALT-SHIFT-TAB if you desire.

You can see all your applica-
tons that are running at a
glance making your dedsion
far easier to make. This is
ALT-TAB the way it should
have been designed in the
first place.

when you dose Windows;
you may Exit, Restart Win-
dows or Reboot your Com-
puter. How many times have
you needed those choices
when configuring Windows?
Let me list some of the fea-
tures of this excellent enhance-
ment utility for Windows:

PM Enharcements: Nested
groups & group management,
customizable Group icons and
PM titles, menus of all group
items, save settings now but-
ton.

Custom Cursors: Change
shape and size, enhance by

Alarms and Scheduler: Re-
minder of events with a pop-
up dialog box, schedule pro-
grams to run while you are
away from machine and
sounds to remind you.

Sound: Talking clock, chimes
and event sounds when you
close, open, minimize or
move applications.

Miscellaneous: Screen saver
enhancements such as instant-
on and never-on corners plus
a short cut key. Plug-in has a
central control panel accessed
from the title bar where you
make all your configurations
in one place at one time...the
way it should be done.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENT:
Any PC running Windows 3.1
or WEW 3.1

INSTALLATION:

January 1996

Disk 1025. MCP 1.50, 2/95 —
Master Copy: The Better
XCOrY Command, Mike
Johnson, Box 1151, Longmuont,
CO 80502, 303-772-1773, In-
ternet m.p.johnson®@ieee.org.
Shareware fee: $25.00,

MCP (Master Copy) is an en-
hanced command line copy-
ing tool designed to improve
the existing DOS XCOPY com-
mand. There are over 20 op-
ton switches one may use to
further enhance what you
may do with this command.

In the default setting for MCP,
fies which have the same
date or newer will not be
changed; only those with
older dates will be overwrit-
ten. Of course, there are op-
kon switches to allow you {o
set your own style for copy-
ing files. MCP also allows

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: bolding, sizing, cursor wrap Unzip the file to a directory you to move files, an improve-
Any 386 PC capable of run- at screen edge, reverse colors. named \PLUGIN. From Win-  ment over the XCOPY liorn-
ning Windows 3.x or higher. . dows, FILE, RUN, enter the mand. Itis also a quick way
° & QuickRun Menu: Instant ac- 5y 3nd SETUPEXE. lo implement disk airroring

INSTALLATION: cess to any application, install style backups to multiple disk-
Unzip the ZIP file into a direc-  software coounand that Shareware downloaded and ettes. The fu thor points out
tory named \ALTTAB, then searches al) drives and CD- submitted by North Texas PC 1 5 2205 > PO O e
sun Windows FILE, RUN and ROM. Users Group. files being copied or backed

ut ALTTAB.EXE in the com- . ) This README prepared by D oed the dink
Faand line. Place the new Title Bar Display: 2{1"%&“‘5‘ Jan Parkhill, edited by Wil- 0B T8I0 Bhered e
ALTTAB icon in your Win- resources, stopwalch, fonts, lard Davis.

dows STARTUP Group so it
runs each time you launch
Windows.

Shareware downloaded and
submitted by North Texas PC
Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Wil-
lard Davis.

Disk 1024. PLUG-IN FOR
WINDOWS 211, 5/94 — An en-
hancement utility for Win-
dows, Plannet Crafters (D.
Mandell), PO BOX 450, Al-
pharetta, GA 30329, (404} 740-
9821, Intemet 73040.334@com-
puserve.com, dman-
deli@aopl.com. Shareware fee:
$20.00 + $2.00 S&H

For this outstanding program,
it might be best to list the

many wonderful enhance-
ments you will have to make
Windows Program Manager
(PM) more user friendly. I
rather Jlike the EXIT choices

color and style.

16

backup program would better
serve your needs if rather
large files need to be backed
up.

This file is simple and has a
help screen that is easily
called by adding the /h or
/help switch to the MCP com-
mand. You may store this file
in your DOS directory for use
at anytime you would nor-
mally use XCOPY.

More helpful to making back-
ups and Jarge moves, is that
the program will create direc-
tories on the destination disk
for you. You may direct the
command to copy your
empty directories as well.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Any PC running DOS.

INSTALLATION:

Unzip the program files and
place the MCP.EXE into your
\DOS directory. The com-
mand syntax is: MCP source
{destination] [switches].
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Shareware downloaded and
submitted by North Texas PC
- Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Wil-
lard Davis. 12/95

Disk 2026. TDE ldentification,
1/93 ~ DOS Utility to Identify
HD Parameters. Shareware
fee: $0

TDE Identification is an older
utility experiencing a come-
back since this code was writ-
ten in 1991. This is a simple
to operate command that will
reveal the following parame-
ter information about your

TDE harg drive:

Drive X
Cylinders YO0

Heads XX

Sectors XX

ECC bytes  xx

Model Nbr  Maxtor 7345 AT
{example)

Firmware rev 845H3065
Serial Nbr D50QWIPS

A good utility program is rec-
ognized for its utilitarian pur-
pose and the simplidty of de-
sign. This IDE identification
command easily qualifies as a
worthy tool for your utility
disk at any time.

Beginners and power users
alike will find a need for this
utility to keep your computer
records up-to-date and accu-
rate. Al users need to knaw

what the parameters of their
hard drive are so changes and
corrections can be made to
the CMOS settings in the
event of a battery failure, etc.
This utility is an essential part
of good computer housekeep-
ing duties.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Any PC with an [DE hard
drive installed.

INSTALLATION:

Unzip the utility file to your
\UTILS directory or diskette.
Type ID.EXE at the DOS com-
mand line to read your hard
drive parameters.

Shareware dowrloaded and
submitted by North Texas PC
Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Wil-
lard Davis.

Disk 1027. WINZIP FAQ,
5/95 — How To Use WinZIP
and Otlier Questions, down-
loaded from the Intemnet, Ivan
Hyslip (ivanh@iconz.co.nz),
Auckland, New Zealand.
Shareware Fee: §0

First of all, if you don’t use
WARZIP 5.x in your everyday
Iife to handle .ZIP files, GET
A LIFE! Life is too short to
waste Hme working with .ZIP
files without the help of Win-
ZIP. This is the life blood of
the DOM aew working with
preparing new disks each
month..Jt's a remark-
able program and
available as Disk
#984, titled WinZIP
5.6.

Now that you have
it, we are offering
this new disk that
addresses the most
frequently asked
questions {(FAQ) re-
garding how to use
the program.

The author has
taken the time not
only to compose this
docament, but he's
included “snapshot”
or print screen

views (in color) to il-
lustrate the vadous
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pulldown menus as he dis-
cusses them. WInZIP is many
things to many people, de-
pending on what you want to
do with Zipped files. Most
commonly, you want to open
them to see what a program
can do and WInZIP does that
for you while allowing you to
control storing informakon on
your hard disk until you are
ready to do so. In other
words, you may “try before
you buy" by peeking Inside
and actually operating a pro-
gram before you “unZIP" the
file permanently. This FAQ
document covers the "how to"
steps of running this excellent
program.

If the DOM could strongly
suggest a worthwhile pro-
gram, it would be the WinZIP?
program; and this FAQ only
enhances the user's under-

standing and allows one to
reach new heights in utilizing
that program in your day to
day ZIP compression needs.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENT:
Text file in Windows 3.x for-
mat for WRITE (WRI file).

INSTALLATION:

Unzip the utility file to your

hard drive or diskette. Open
Windows. Write and call the
file for viewing or go to Win-
dows File Manager and view
the file.

Shareware downloaded and
submitted by North Texas PC
Users Group.
This README prepared by
Jan Parkhill, edited by Wil-
lard Davis.
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Ctd. from page 11

Optimize Fountain Fills, will reduce the steps in
objects that have too many. You can enable both
simultaneously, if desired. This takes much of
the rocket science out of creating smooth foun-
tain fills. That’s one of my favorite new things--
what about yours? — Chris Dickman/Corel-
NET"”-kazak.torhookup net

Send CorelNET your mail to:comment@corel-
net.com

Copyright ©; 1995, Kazak Communications,
Inc. All rights reserved.

CorelNET is a trademark of Corel Corporation.
JoAnn Elliott
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COMDEX Lorelei Calls:

Many of our members have professional reasons
for attending the COMDEX Computer Show. This
means they were unable to be at the monthly
NTPCUG meeting during COMDEX. Those of us
who stayed behind to tend the home fires can only
dream of the new equipment and software debut-
ing at the annual computer convention. Some vol-
unteers filled in the positions normally served by
our missing regulars. While there may not be a tee
shirt from Las Vegas waiting for those valuable
substitutes, we want to thank them and our many
dependable leaders for their continual support.

Thanks to the Anchors and Shift Supervisors from
the DOM, Information Desk, and Computer Mar-
ketplace who made sure their positions were
staffed and service to our many members re-
mained high. Thanks also to the SIG leaders who
directed their groups as echoes of COMDEX prom-
ised new capability as yet unwrapped.

Thanks to all of the many members who work be-
hind the scenes to put jt all together on our
monthly meeting date. Thanks to the many volun-
teers who are named on this page.

Infomart Liaison Information/Registration
Booth
Stuart Yarus Statistician:
Connie Andrews
Vendor Setup/Break- Ralph Beaver (Assistant)
down Scheduler:
Bob Wuller
Anchors: Anchors:
David Slavik Deborah Bean
Kenneth Berg James Boyce
Ross Jones Albert Champon
Crew: Eteta E. Eta
Dick Abbot Allan Harbaugh
Larry Johnson Hank Holt
Neal Van Pelt John Ivers
David Temple Ned Keig
Wayne Washburn Cinda Lovi)
Larry Matzek - David Martin
Bob McNeil (Double)
Auditorium Presenta- Foy J. Mills
tions Anthony Nagy
Timothy Carmichael Paul Williams
Chris Jung Booth Crew:
Chris Carmichael Chris Brooks
Tim Poster
James Gorak
Jackie May
Claude McClure
Martin Moomaw
Raymond Reyes
Walkabout:
Linda Moore
Perry Slack
Disk of the Month
(DOM)
DOM Shift Supervisors:
Joe Allen

Roy Bales With Special Thanks to:

James Donlon Set Up Crew:

M. Pat Henley Mark Gruner

Oscar Tyler M. Pat Henley
DOM Desk Crew: David Huckabee

Michael Ashley Jan Parkhill

Douglas Athas Inventory and Take-down

Bernie Baars Crew:

Richard Blair Richard Blair

Gene Carleton Mark Christopher

Mark Christopher Jan Parkhll

William Farris DOM Desk Scheduler:

Charles Fernandez Philip Bridge

Martin Gluck Disk Production:

Mac McKeethen Gene Carleton

Jan Parkhill

Bob Post

George Read

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION )

1. Via BBS: (214)387-2751, (214)387-2752 or {214)283-9036
(metro). Sign up on the Voluntear Contference - make the sub-
ject matter your area of Interest.

2. Meating day: Slgn up at the Information Booth or DOM
Booth o work those areas in a coming monih.

3. By phone:

Auditorlum Presaesntations
Timothy Carmichael ....... (214) 661-4626 (w)

DOM Booth Scheduler

Phil Bridge.. . ......... .. (214) 422-5400

DOM Botfrware Review
Jan Parkhill ,............. (214} 82B-2216 (h)(w)

Information Booth and General Information

N\ Claude McClure. ... .... ... (214) 867-0978 (h) J
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups
(Material for this column should be sent to NTPCUG BBS SIG Upload Area
before the 10th day of each month)
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Access SIG

At the January meeting, plan

on a tutorial presentation by
Jack Atkinson, Assistant SIG
Leader and a favorite speaker,
or another tutorial by Larry Lin-
son. We'll also have a Ques-
tions, Answers, Tips, & Hints
segment with participation by
all attendees, and a drawing for
(more or less) valuable prizes.

Larry has had a great many
calls in December, seeking Ac-
cess (and Visual Basic) develop-
ers for both contract assign-
ments and permanent employ-
ment. If you want your name
and number given out to such

callers, you must sign the list at
the meeting giving your permis-
sion.

Our goal is to cover subjects of
interest to every level of Access
user, from the person still decid-
ing on a database to the experi-
enced developer. We need
speakers for future meetings on
Access-related subjects, for any
of these user populations. If
you have good information, but
could use some help in prepar-
ing your presentation, see any
of the SIG leaders (Larry, Jack
Atkinson, Dianna DeCicco, or
Frank McCoy) and we’ll try to
help.

/

SIG Name Changes:
New SIGs:

New SIG Leaders:

(214) 527-0922 (W).

FROM THE S1G COORDINATOR
The following are changes/additions/needs that the NTPCUG has made to the SIG's.

\

— Introduction to the PC — formerly Personal Usars SIG

— Delphi — Fred Willlams @ (214) 492-1315

— StarText — Bill Jones @ (214) 423-8486 h

— StarText - Chuck Menke @ (817) 496-6579

Groups Looking for Heip in Leading their SIGs:

— Middie C [Contact Tom Cook @ (214) 871-8177 w)

— Networking [Contact Bernla Van Roekel @ (817) 451-4540 h; (817) 461-4120 w]
— Desktop Publishing [Contact Deborah Bean @ (214) 475-7463 h 475-3124 w]
— Vlisual Basic [Contact Jim Canter @ (214) 235-5968 h)

The requirements for forming a SIG are:

Leadership — at least one individual willing to lsad the SIG, and an assistant.
Membership — at least elght indlviduals willing to attend the SIG fairly consistently.

If you have a group that meets these qualifications or would like help in finding oth-
ers who might share your interests, please contact me at (214) 517-7430 (H) or

)
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We'd especially be interested in
observations on Access 7.0 for
Windows 95, but many of us
will continue to be using Ac-
cess 2.0 for some time to come!

Between meetings, keep up
with the group, and Access, on
the NTPCUG electronic bulletin
board system. The Internet
”comp.databases.ms-access”
newsgroup is back in operation
and chock-full of good ques-
tions and answers. We glso
have our own local MS AC-
CESS message conference for
questions, answers, an-
nouncements, and just keeping
in touch. Check inside the back
cover of this issue for the BBS
telephone numbers.

We look forward to seeing you
at the January meeting. Come
join us!

Larry Linson

Application Developers
(OLE and ODBC) SIG

We are hoping to have a guest
speaker from a major software
company at our January meet-
ing on the subject of the en-
hanced OLE and ODBC capa-
bilities of products in the new
world of Windows 95/Win-
dows NT. The alternative plan
is for a free-for-all question and
answer session.

We're looking for more present-
ers on the subject of early expe-
rience with Windows 95 and

the “new generation” of applica-
tions, with emphasis on our
chosen topics, OLE and ODBC
(both improved in the new envi-
ronment). If you've begun to
work in these areas, won't you
share your insights with us?

Come join us for the January
meeting!

Larry Linson

Business Applications/
DAC SIG

If all goes well, Bruce Schubert
will have given a demonstra-
tion of QuickBooks, at the De-
cember meeting. Those who
were interested were encour-
aged to visit the QuickBooks
SIG, which meets during the
2:00 pm time slot, where they
will have an opportunity to
meet with other QuickBooks us-
ers and check on their satisfac-
tion with the software.

The Business Applications SIG
will not meet during January’s
Users Group Saturday so that
we can attend a presentation
which should be of interest to
our usual participants. The
folks from Intuit Software will
be giving NTPCUG a look at
the Final Edition of Turbo Tax
for the 1995 tax year. This will
probably be the first opportu-
nity to see the up-date which
will be on the shelf and which
will be shipped to those who
purchased the “Pre-release” ver-
sion.

We will be back in action in
February and look forward to
seeing you then.

Putt Shaw
Dallas Corel SIG
January 13 Meeting
Marsha Drebelbis will be the
presenter at the January Dallas

Corel meeting. First Marsha
consults with the attorney, then

20
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designs and produces the visu-
als, Marsha works with lawyers
to communicate a complex

story quickly to a lay audience
(the jurors etc.) with both vis-
ual and verbal means. She ex-
plains how people learn, visu-
ally and verbally, and uses visu-
als and verbal tools to get the
point across to the audience.

Marsha provides the tools, pri-
marily posters, which are easy
to use. Types of information
most commonly displayed are
technical (scientific, medical)
maps, numerical info, and time-
lines. She says that as an illus-
trator one must know all the
tools available and give the cli-
ent a product that works for
them. Video and other media
as well are at times appropri-
ate. Output is large — 3 ft. x 4
ft. or 40 in. x 60 in.(5 ft.),
mounted on a stiff backing,
often laminated, sometimes
magnetized, hinged, or with
Velcro add-ons.

Marsha uses Corel Suite prod-
ucts for nearly every project

she does. These are useful tips
for any communications special-
ist, and adaptable to anyone
working with an audience.

November Meeting in Review

Several things happened at the
November meeting. First of all,
Gary Biggs got us onto the In-
ternet!!! For many it was the
first time ever on the Superhigh-
way. There is a peer group lurk-
ing out there on the Net that cri-
tiques the best of the best Web
pages and the Communications
with Parrots Homepage page
Gary designed for Irene Pepper-
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a coup! Point Communications
even sent a special Top 5% of
the Web awards logo to add to
the page! See it for yourself at:
http:/ /rampages.on-
ramp.net/~perfect/pep-
perbg/index.html. Congratula-
tions Gary!

Sharon Chandler showed us
her tips for working with .GIFs
to make them transparent.

Rocky Stonewall showed us ex-
amples of color coupons, easily
created with many DRAW!S ef-
fects on a "puny” PC and just 8
MB RAM. The difference be-
tween "Tiled Print” for signs
and "Tiled Symbols" for designs
was demonstrated. We were
shown how to export placeable
.EPS files with downloaded
fonts for the Mac; handouts
will be available.

Tips and Tricks

See the "Corel Corner” early in
this issue for some CorelDRAW
6 tips.

JoAnn Elliott
Delphi SIG

The December presentation was
done by yours truly. Idid a
stirring rendition (remember
[’'m writing this prior to the De-
cember meeting, so I know it is
going to be great!) of how to in-
stall and use custom VCL com-
ponents. We also gave away
two demo copies of DFL's,
LightLib, a custom VCL graph-
ics manipulation component.

For the January meeting one of
our long time members, and
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consultant extraordinaire, Terry
Brantley, will be giving a "how
I do it", presentation on using
Crystal Reports in place of that
barking dog, Reportsmith. 1
spent about two hours stum-
bling around in RS before de-
ciding to delay the report de-
sign and development part of
my Delphi project until I could
find a "real” report generator. I
guess PDox’s report function
has me spoiled rotten.

I have used the version of Crys-
tal Reports included with Vis-
ual dBASE and find it much,
much more to my liking, so 1
am looking forward to Terry’s
presentation. I'm also fgoing to
order the full release of Crystal
Reports real soon now. Crystal
seems much less cumbersome
and a whole lot “lighter” and
quicker in both design and in-
stall. Of course we all have our
favorites, but I do urge you to
take a good look at Crystal Re-
ports.

For the month of February, the
plan is to have the second hour
of my two-session "Introduc-
tion to Database Design” pres-
entation which I do peri-
odically. The first hour will be
done in this month’s Paradox
SIG.

The last time I did the presenta-
tion it was for the Access SIG,
which required two SIG meet-
ings to complete. By doing the
ficst hour in the Paradox SIG,
and the second hour in the Del-
phi SIG it will be more conven-
ient for those wishing to attend
and will not soak up two con-
secutive SIG meeting slots in
any one SIG.

For March, I would like to find
someone to give a presentation

on how they are packaging and
delivering their custom Delphi
application, preferably a data-
base application. There has
been much bantering about on
the Internet Delphi News
Groups on what a hassle deliv-
ering a Delphi-developed appli-
cation is when it is intended for
a remote user to do the install.
I'm certain many would be in-
terested in seeing how someone
is addressing the delivery issue.

Meanwhile drop on by this
month’s meeting. Terry has a
lot of design and development
experience under his hat, and I
am looking forward to the Crys-
tal Reports thing. Hope to see
you there.

Fred Williams

DOS SIG

Where to go with the DOS SIG?
Several months back, I jokingly
suggested changing the name
of the DOS SIG to “HOPGEN
SIG,” mostly in response to sev-
eral questions/incidents raised
during recent SIG meetings.

Windows 3.1 and Windows 95
have changed a lot of directions
that seemed “sure” in our pre-
vious ﬂglanning for the DOS SIG
over the past fwo years. Even
though we do get some ques-
tions about DOS “under” Win-
dows, both Jim and I have been
looking at and discussing during
meetings aspects of the PC
world far afield of what the
name “DOS SIG” would suggest.

| Windows - Applicatio|
~ Neal Berkowitz ...

This is in spite of (or because)
we’ve been trying to address
DOS problems in the OS under-
neath Windows, particularly
the importance of basic hard-
ware and OS configuration on

22

January 1996




January 1996

the day-to-day operation of the
PC. Yet, there’s also a "HARD-
WARE SIG” and a “WINDOWS
SIG” under the NTPCUG um-
brella that also address these is-
sues. Is what we do a repeti-
tion of these SIGs and therefore
redundant?

I don’t know, but both Jim Hois-
ington and I agree we’'re open

to members’ suggestions for di-
rection of DOS SIG efforts.

Cyrix on the other hand..,

I've had number of interesting
“Cyrix experiences” in the last
two months — and a number
of interesting conversations
with Michelle Moody, Cyrix’
Worldwide PR Manager, about
the Cyrix 5x86 and 6x86 CPU’s
you’ve probably seen at ven-
dors in the Infomart basement
“Computer Marketplace.”
We’ll have another combined
SIG meeting with the HARD-
WARE SIG hosted by Cyrix to
discuss advantages of the new
Cyrix CPU chips, upgrade de-
tails and a listing of mother-
boards that support (well) the
new CPU'’s.

Reagan Andrews
InTerner SIG - Advanced

As we go to press, the topic for
the January meeting has not yet
been determined. We try to
choose topics that represent the
interests of the more advanced
Internet users, and are always
interested in your ideas. If you
have a topic in mind, and espe-
cially if you have a presenter
for it, let us know.

See you January 13th !
Doug Gorrie & Tom O’Keefe

INTerner SIG - Beginning

At our December 16th meeting,
Lana Bryan of TeacherSoft ar-
ranged a presentation on In-
terGO. InterGO is the first
product to seamlessly integrate
browsing, searching, e-mail, file
transfer, virus scanning, and
screening for objectionable mate-
rial. Also included with In-
terGO is a wealth of reference
material--an encyclopedia, dic-
tionary, thesaurus, atlas, In-
ternet guide, and hyperlinked
literary library.

As we go to press, the topic for
the January meeting has not yet
been determined. We try to
choose topics that are of inter-
est to beginning Internet users,
and are always interested in
your ideas. If you have a topic
in mind, and especially if you
have a presenter for it, let us
know.

See you January 13th !

Doug Gorrie, Tom O’Keefe &
Eric Leaseburg

InTerner - WEBmMASTERS

In December, new SIG Leaders
Mark Camp and David Max-
well held an organizational
meeting to establish an ad-
vanced Web page developers
SIG, now known as WEBmas-
ters. Web development is a hot
topic right now, and the initial
interest suggests that this SIG
can really take off!

As we go to press, we expect
the SIG to meet monthly at 8:00

 AM, but we strongly encourage

you to examine the overhead
displays near the Infomart ele-

vators to confirm the time and
room.

Come join us on January 13th!

Doug Gorrie, Mark Camp and
David Maxwell

INTroducTion To The PC SIG

The following is the tentative
schedule for SIG classes that
will be offered as an Introduc-
tion to the PC during the next
four months. Classes can be
taken in any order suitable to
the individual student’s sched-
ule. Printed notes are provided
during classes.

January 13, 1996

©9:00 Class5
Graphics for the PC

% 10:00 Class 6
Word Processors

€ Noon Class 7
Spreadsheet Programs
© 1.00 Class8

Other Software for the PC

February 10, 1996

< 9:00 Class 9
Hardware for the PC

4 10:00 Class 10
Printers for the PC

2 Noon Class 11
Overview of Quicken Account-
ing Software

< 1:00 Class 12
Modems & Telecommunications
» 2:.00 Class 12a’

NTPCUG Bulletin Board Systern
(BBS)
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March, 1996*

< 9:00 Class 13
Overview of Microsoft Win-
dows

¢ 10:00 Class 14
Overview of MultiMedia Soft-
ware & Hardware

€ Noon Class 15
Disk of the Month (DOM)
< 1:00 Class 16

PC’s Into the 21st Century

April 20, 1995*

 9:00 Class 1
Introduction to the SIG and the
Personal Computer

2 10:00 Class?2
Working with Files & Directory
Structures

*» Noon Class 3
Disk Operating System
(DOS) - Part I

100 Class 4
DOS - Part I

* These dates are subject to
change. Check your PC NEWS
and/or the NTPCUG BBS for cor-
rected dates before the meetings.

Alex Lilley

Paradox SI1G

If you made the December SIG
and saw my rescheduled pres-
entation, originally intended
for November, you will have
learned how I trim up the Para-
dox environment so as to pro-
tect my programs and the poor
user from himself. There are
some very basic steps you can
take each time you start up an
application that will "clean up”
the display and turn off access
to many unnecessarily, and
downright dangerous, Paradox

interactive functions. Iam cer-
tain in my November absence
Tom Browning did one of his
dependable and entertaining
presentations.

This month we will once again
be seeing Tom present yet an-
other interesting and informa-
tive presentation, the subject of
whicljl is yet to be announced.
As soon as is practical, maybe
even this month, we will be
scheduling a presentation of
Paradox 7.0. As soon as Jeff
Hopper, of Borland fame, has it
in hand, I hope to have him
swing by for a full frontal, gee
whiz, ain’t it gonn’a be great,
roll out demo of 7.0. So don’t
miss a meeting.

In February (Wow! Two months
in advance planning!) Tom and |
have decided it is about time for
my "Introduction To Database
Design" presentation, once again.
Last time I did it in two monthly
Access SIG presentations. This
time we are planning on doing
the first hour in the Paradox SIG,
and the second hour in the new
Delphi SIG. That should be a lit-
tle more convenient for those in-
terested in attending, and will
not soak up two months of pres-
entation time in any one SIG.

So drop on by the Paradox SIG
this time, or you just might
miss the premiere showing of
PDox 7.0.

Fred Williams
Pro SIG

The topic for the month was 7
level baudot paper tape code
and how to correct miss-
punched tapes. A few really
old programmers still had the
little white stickies to cover
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holes in cards but the square
card patches did not cover the
round holes in the paper tape.
Stuart Yarus saved the day
with a pair of scissors and some
patch tape that had all the holes
punched.

Join us in January when we
pass out Crayolas and coloring
books and we see if really ad-
vanced programmers can color
within the lines.

Jim Hoisington
Spreadsheer SIC

Attention Spreadsheet SIG and
Spreadsheet Developers SIG at-
tendees. Beginning with the
January meeting, the two SIGs
are combining into a single SIG
meeting at 11:00. This change
was needed because I was often
discussing the same topics in
both SIGs and it appeared that
attendance was down. For all
of you faithful 1:00 SIG atten-
dees, you can now attend an-
other SIG, the auditorium pres-
entation, or the vendor area. At
the January meeting, I will try
to compare the database capa-
bilities of 1-2-3 and Excel. As al-
ways, the Spreadsheet SIG takes
time at the beginning of each
meeting to answer questions
that users have on spreadsheets.
If you have a question about or
problem with your spreadsheet
program, come on by in January.

Mark Gruner

Visual Basic SIG - Begin-
NING

The January 13 meeting of the
Beginning Visual Basic SIG will
continue discussions of reusable
code started last month. This
month we will look at more ex-
amples of reusable code and
how it can be utilized.

For background reading on reus-
able code, see the October issue
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of VB Tech Journal articles by
Tony Kyle and Edward Troxel.

The February 10 meeting of the
Beginning Visual Basic SIG will
be “For Beginners Only” and
will cover topics of interest to
those just getting started in Vis-
ual Basic. This presentation is re-
peated each February and Au-
gust to assist newcomers to Vis-
ual Basic in getting started. The
major topics will include a brief
history of Visual Basic, descrip-
tions of resources available for
beginners in Visual Basic, an in-
troduction to the Windows envi-
ronment, discussion of the fea-
tures of Visual Basic 3.0, and
demonstration of the Visual Ba-
sic integrated development envi-
ronment (IDE). Sample pro-
grams will be run on the
NTPCUG computer projection
system. Everyone is welcome to
attend, of course. If you have a
friend, relative, neighbor etc.
who would like to see what Vis-
ual Basic is about, bring them to
this meeting.

does not take a Great Detective

Bring your questions on Begin-
ning Visual Basic to our meeting
beginning at 8:00 AM on Satur-
il:fy, January 13, 1996. Check the

omart lobby screens for the
correct room assignmerit.

Jim Carter

Visual Basic SIG

The January 13th meeting of the
Visual Basic SIG will feature a
Q& A session pending the selec-
tion of a new SIG leader.

I invite any member of the SIG to
present a program at the Visual
Basic SIG meeting. If you have a
topic you would like to discuss,
contact me to make arrange-
ments.

" The Visual Basic SIG will meet at

t
Ito know that voting in NTPCUG
elections is how
YOU can shape
the future of
Our Users
Group!

Be sure
and
Vote on

January 13!
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9:00 AM on Saturday, January
13, 1996. Members with any sort
of questions about Visual Basic
are invited to bring the questions
to the meeting for discussion.
Check the screens in the In-
fomart lobby for room assign-
ment.

Jim Carter

WordPerfect/Windows

I hope everyone has recuperated
from the holidays and is ready to
do some learning! This mon

we are going to create a Table of
Contents, an Index and generate
them both! Whether for a school
report or the year-end business
report about why you need a mil-
lion dollars next year for more
software, you will need a Table
of Contents at the beginning of
your document. Indexes are
used at the end of document for
quick and easy reference (i.e., a
cookbook). After you have cre-
ated the look you want for your
Table of Contents and Index, you
have to generate your informa-
tion. Your final product will be
just like any other book you have
ever reagd.

Quick Tip

Does printing seem to take for-
ever? Speed up printing by
changing your print options to
PRINT GRAPHICALLY. Graph-
ics take less memory than fonts!
How you do this is choose Eile _
Print _ Options _ and in the bot-
tom left-hand corner, mark the
check box () to Print Document
Graphically and choose OK!

See ya!

Cindy Adams
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. UUCP Feed Back & Evil
FTP I-Mail Banished
From BBS Forever!

I am happy, and much relieved,
to announce the official reestab-
lishment of the Internet UUCP
feed! Doug Gorrie, Co-Sysop,
and Onramp’s, Eric Schnoe-
belen, have completed their ex-
cellent work, and we are now
back in a feed monitoring
mode. How sweet it is!

Doug’s stepping up to the plate
is an example of what a great
organization the North Texas
PC Users Group can be, when
individuals are willing to do
more than their share for the
good of the gronép. Doug is al-
ways there and doing his part,
plus some. Thanks again Doug.

Skunk Works?

I have finally completed work
on a BBS "skunk works" project
of mine. I hope by the time
this is published, we will have
the first "NTPCUG BBS" users’
diskette on sale. For availabil-
ity and additional information,
inquire at the NTPCUG Disk of
the Month booth of the Com-
puter Marketplace, located in
the Infomart basement on User
Group Saturday.

The BBS user’s disk is a slightly
customized version of that
pretty impressive DOS-based
communications utility with the
silly name, "Banana Com". Ba-
nana Com is shareware publish-
ed by Montana Banana Pro-
gramming.

Licensing FirsT

Eﬁr the time you are able to pur-
ase the BBS diskette we
should have completed the
proper licensing, which allows
no additional cost distribution.
Once licensing is in place, Ba-
nana Com upgrades will be
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available from the DOM as soon
as they are received from Mon-
tana Banana and can be pack-
aged for distribution.

Banana Com self-configures dur-
ing installation. This makes Ba-
nana Com a very appealing lit-
tle product for the first-time mo-
dem user. The user does not
have to know anything about
his system’s communication
ports or modem. Banana Com
is smart enough to go out and
find what is where, and do the
proper installation. The first
thing the user sees is the dialing
directory, when he starts up Ba-
nana Com each time.

The BBS diskette not only con-
tains a customized copy of Ba-
nana Com, but also contains a
special “Readme” menu and text
file help system. The Readme
system provides additional in-
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formation related to first time
and continuing use of our
NTPCUG BBS. The diskette is
designed such that a user can
keep it in his disk library for
later reference to the informa-
tion contained in the Readme
documentation.

FirsT Time Ever

I know that modems and online
communication is a very intrigu-
ing and appealing aspect of com-
puter usage for most users of
computers. I still remember my
first ever BBS sessions connect-
ing at 300 baud to the Apple
Corp’s BBS, DalTRUG BBS,
Heath Kit BBS, and a handful of
other old timer BBS’s. That
was long before Jim Hois-
ington, Tom Prickett, and a cou-
ple of others, launched the
NTPCUG BBS.

Now with the Internet tidal
wave, everyone is jumping on
the communications band-
wagon. One of the best places
to take those first learning steps
is on a local BBS, and for our
members, what better BBS than
our own NTPCUG BBS? So
snag a copy of our new
NTPCUG BBS Banana Com disk-
ette from Jan Parkhill’s disk of
the month gang, and we will
soon see you online.

Fred Williams
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ser — To — |

Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate
their time to help others with software and hardware
questions. Some of our helpers are professional
consultants. All have joined the User-to-User
Program because they want to share their
knowledge with others and help them They agreed
to answer questions that they are comfortable
handling over the phone, without charge, and within

reasonable time limits (at the volunteer’s

discretion).

These individuals are volunteering to assist NTPCUG
members. NTPCUG is assisting in finding these
volunteers for you, but cannot be responsible for
unsatisfactory outcomes. Next to each subject, we will
list the person’s name, phone number and the times
they are available. Please honor the wishes of our
helpers by seeking help only during those hours.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SUBJECT HELPER PRONE DAYS/HOURS
Access DR DOS
Lamy LinSon ..ccvevereene. (817)481-2350  M-Sa 1300-1500 Ralph Beaver (817)336-0570  M-F  0800-1700
Assembly Language s (817)624-9530  SS  0900-2100
Frank Cavallito .............. (214)423-9221 7 1800-2200 Hardware Help
Glynn Brooks.......coeeveens (214)5788737  M-F  1700-2200 Charles Miller................. (903)938~4220(")y 7 1800-2400
BASIC Internet - Ganeral
Mike Firdh ....ccrvvcrernirnas (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200 Erk Leaseburg (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
David Martin .........cc....... (214)717-0523  M-F  1800-2200
Beglnner Problems
Jan Parkhill.................... (214)828-2216  M-Sa 0800-1700 Internet - Telnet, FTP, NetScape, Web Explorer (05/2)
Shirey Hudgens ............ (214)352-2800 7 0800-2000 Bob Wilson ......coreenn, (214)517-1434  M-F  1900-2200
Brother's Keeper e S8 10002200
Neil Sundedand............. (214)272-2869 7 0900-2200 LANs — Novell
Cr+ (the Janguage) Jossph Beasley ... (214)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Bob Adams.........ccewee. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 — Lantastic
Howard Harkness.......... (817)267-6227 7 1000-2100 Joseph Beasley............. {214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
Doug Cochran............... (214)578-9258  T&T 1800-2030 Managing Your Money
CorelDraw Glynn Brooks.......weereeees (214)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Linda Hume.........cocoeene. (8171472-7555 gl\g : g%gggg Modems
"""""""""""""""""""" Enrk Leaseburg .............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
Bateh Flles
. MathCAD
Charles Millr ... (903)338-4220() 7 13002400 Bob AJaMS............. (214)308-1455  M-Sa 0900-1800
Bortand C++ 0872
Bob Adams...........ceeire. (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0800-1300 . ‘
Howard Harkmess. ... (817)267-6227 7 1000-2100 Lamry Truesdale ............. (214)442-.7074 7 1000-2200
Comm Software PC Tools/Win
Doug GORIE....ocvve v (214) 464-7942  MF  0800-1700 GIYND BIOOKS ..evrcevevens (214)578-8737  MF  1700-2200
...................................... (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1900 Paradox
CompuServe Fred Williams......cco..... (214)492-1315 7 1300-2100
Bob AdamS.....cemrvriinnae (214)328-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 PKaIPKUNzip
dBASE I, llls, IV & Windows Erk Leaseburg ........c... (817)285-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
Ted GHlam.......cc.ocveenneee (214)364-7923 7 0800-1700 ProComm/ProComm+
Delphl (Borland) Doug GOrfie .vurcerccrnmncne (214) 464-7942 M-F  0800-1700
Howard Harkness.......... (817)267-6227 7 {000-2100 e enn (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1800
DOS Bill Green.......oomvinn. (817) 731-1308
Bob Russell.......cccencenn, (214)4224269 7 1900-2200

Erik Leaseburg (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
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. SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYSHOURS
Joseph Bessley ............. (214)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Joseph Beasley ............ (214)410-3818 7 (900-2200
Publisher (Mlcrosoft) Visual Baslc -
Bob AUSSEl oo (214)422-4269 7 1900-2200 Jim Carter ... (214)235-5968 7 1700-2130
Pat Cotoumrsemrrmrreerre (214)522-1717 x266 M-F 0800- 1700 L.J. Johnson -(214)485-0067 7 1700-2130
....................................... (2144241738 7 1000-2200 Gene Hamelman............(214)495-6342 7 17002130
Quicken Windows for Workgroups
Billy PIHS covvvcrrrreecece (817)430-8148 7 1830-2100 Joseph Beasley ............ (214)2258752 7 0800-2400
Jim Hall e (214)348-7848 7 1000-2100 Joseph Beasley .. (214)410:3818 7 0900-2200
Bob Russell.......c.ees (214)4224268 7 1900-2200
Quickbooks
Jim Thompson .............. (214)953-0051  M-F  0800-1800
Word for Windows
SPFPC Bob RUSSEN. oo (214)422-4269 7 1900-2200
Doug Gorrig .......c.coveneee (214) 464-7942 M-F  0800-1700
....................................... (214) 618-8002 S-S 1000-1900 WordPerfect 6.x [Win
Georgene Harkness.......(817)267-6227 7 1000-2100
TurboVislon Works, Microsoft
Don COChran v, (214)578-9258  TAT 1800-2030 Mike Finh.......oooeeece. (214)827-7734 7 0800-2200
UNIX XENIX
Do SCOM.cvccrcrrecnrc (B17)2614653- 7  1830-2200 Doug Seott....wccrner (817)261-4653 7 1830-2200
Virus & Antl-Virug The subject areas below do not have a volunteer to answer questions.
Chades Mileer................ (503)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400 If you would Tke to assist or add possible categories for the future,
please oontact Ooug Gomie at (214)464-7924 M-F 0800-1700 or Sa &
Su 1000-1900 at (214)618-8002. Doug will send you a form on which
LEGEND: you can list your qualfications and sign.
Toviies All 7 days of each week M-F ... Monday through Friday ’
T&T ... Tuesday and Thursday ~M-Sa .. Mondsy through Saturday Areas Needing Helpers:
S&S... Saturday and Sunday  (*)..... Caller shoutd incur any Long
/- Distance charges T\ Bortand Turbo C Swmart Noles
CAD Sound Blaster
North Texas ﬁT’!D y Datafiox Stacker
af
. liL. Users G roup, Inc. Desktop Publishing TurboTax
Membership Application Easy Tex Corel Ventura
First Choics XTree
The NTPCUG i -profit independ Lzation of individuals learn} )
pe:sunal compl:,l::s n“pfiééllnp:§;|2£l l?-';?andd i:igna? u\(morl;a(‘il:nf ciiﬂr?zriﬁ)l;i?fsgez . First Publisher
Member 4 Fox Pro
N Harvard Graphics
ama: (Last) {Flrsl) Laptink
Addrass: Monsy Counts
Micrasofi C
Cily: Slate: 2P, - Micrasoft Cv+
PHONE:(Chack Prefarrod No.) Home ___ ( } Mictosoft Visual C+-+
Microsoft Word
Work ) (Ex) MKS preducts
Oceupation/Profession: Norton Utlities
{ . Chack one fram each column below I PAF
P t:, Membership, Application Status:
Cah o Classification: N MRimber Pagemaker
Check Regular ($24.00) ___ Renewal Q&A
Credit Card Student ($16.00 Address Change Roots
Applications shouwld be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066,
Dallas, TX 75378-0066 (Make checks payable to NTPCUG.)
Please initial here if you do not wish tg have your address included on member J
N
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North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group
and scheduled meeting date times and locations. Please leave a message if you would
like specific information about the Group.

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-
profit, independent group, not associated with
IBM or any other corporation. Membership is
open to owners and others interested in exchang-
ing ideas, information, hardware, predictions,
and other items related to IBM Personal and
compatible computers. To join the Group, com-
plete the application blank printed elsewhere in

this newsletter, and send with $24 membership
dues to the Membership Director — address
shown below. Subscription to the newsletter is
included with each membership. The Group
meets once each month, usually on the third or
fourth Saturday. See inside front cover for date,
time and place of the next North Texas PC Users
Group meeting.

e

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
Board of Directors

- Jim Hoisington, Chairman
Reagan Andrews Timothy Carmichael
Doug Gorrie Alex Lilley
Andy Oliver Fred Williams

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NOTE: To access the BBS Metro line from outside Area
Code 214, use Area Code 214. (This is NOT a tolf call from
Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Bulletin Board Settings: N -8 -1
(No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit)

INTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:

........................................................ (214)387-2751
........................................................ (214)387-2752
...................................... METRO (214)263-9036
53 4510 4 SO Fred Williams
Assistant SYsop: ...covceericieniciennes Tom Prickett
Assistant SYsop: i Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt:....ccoovreiirirnaians Lewis Graber
User Relations:.....cccooovueviemrenee. Adam Peterson
Voice line for validation problems:
(214)682-0725......ccmeriveiriiirnns Ask for Adam
TI PRO BULLETIN BOARD....... (214)361-5275
SYSOP: ....errrercrerrerimrensinisnennne Tom Blackwell

Address Changes, etc...
Payment of dues, address changes, and

"inquiries about membership should be

directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 780066
Dallas, Texas 75378-0066
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